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lieve, in our author's time, a shilling1; though af-
terwards it appears to have risen to two shillings2,

which if it had come to be debated betwixt them, as it was once
intended, some heat or perhaps other inconvenience might have
happened."

In The Globe and the other publick theatres, the boxes were of
considerable size. See the prologue to If This Be Not a Good
Play, the Devil is in it, by Decker, acted at the Red Bull:

<------Give me that man,

e Who, when the plague of an imposthum'd brains,

* Breaking out, infects a theatre, and hotly reigns,

*  Killing the hearers' hearts, that the vast rooms
' Stand empty, like so many dead men's tombs,
' Can call the banish'd auditor home," &c*

He seems to be here describing his antagonist Ben Jonson,
whose plays were generally performed to a thin audience. See
Verses on our author, by Leonard Digges, vol. ii.

1  " If he have but tivefaepence in his purse, he will give it for
the best room in a playhouse."    Sir Thomas Overbury's  Charac-
ters, 1614.

So, in the prologue to our author's King Henry VIII.:
<.-----Those that come to see

*  Only a shew or two, and so agree

*  The play may pass, if they be still and willing,
c I'll undertake may see away their shilling

6 In two short hours.'*

Again, in a copy of Verses prefixed to Massinger's Bondman,
1624 :

" Reader, if you have disburs'd a shilling
" To see this worthy story-------."

Again, in the Guls Hornebooke, 1609: " At a new play you
take up the twelvepenny room next the stage, because the lords
and you may seem to be hail fellow well met."

So late as in the year 1658, we find the following advertise-
ment at the end of a piece called The Cruelty of the Spaniards in
Peru, by Sir William D'Avenant: " Notwithstanding the great
expence necessary to scenes and other ornaments, in this enter-
tainment, there is good provision made of places for a shilling,
and it shall certainly begin at three in the afternoon."

In The Scornful Lady, which was acted by the children of the
Revels at Blackfriars, and printed in 1616, one-and-six-penny
places are mentioned.

2  See the prologue to The Queen of Arragon, a tragedy by
Habington, acted at Blackfriars in May, 1640:

" Ere we begin, that no man may repent

" Two shillings and his time, the author sent